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non-payment of parish taxes ; and after the law exempted regular 
members of their societies from parochial assessment, collectors, con- 
stables, magistrates, and even the higher courts, often suffered the most 
pitiful legal quibbles to cut them off from this immunity. It is a dis- 
graceful portion of our history, and in the present equality of all sects 
in the eye of the law, and the honored position held by the Baptists, it 
is difficult for us to believe that such things have been so recently ; but 
here is ample documentary evidence, and it deserves to be faithfully read 
and diligently pondered, that we may know how fast and how far our 
community has made progress in the recognition of those rights of con- 
science, no less fundamental and more sacred than the political freedom 
for which many of the foremost abettors of this religious persecution 
put property and life at hazard. 



27. — Black's Atlas of North America. A Series of Twenty Maps, 
constructed and engraved hy John Baktholomew. With Intro- 
ductory Letter-press, and a Complete Index. Edinburgh : Adam and 
Charles Black. 1856. 39 folio pages of Letter-press. 

We have, within the last three months, had occasion repeatedly to 
refer to this Atlas, and hesitate not to pronounce it, on every account, 
by far the best Atlas of North America extant. So far as we have 
tested it, it is accurate, minute, and thorough. Its execution is in the 
very best style. The outlines are strong, the maps well tinted and 
shaded, the type clear and always legible, the most crowded portions 
unblurred. It may seem humiliating to send to Edinburgji for maps of 
our own continent ; but we are not so stubborn adherents to the " Amer- 
ican system " as to prefer inferior home manufactures to the superior 
products of the other hemisphere. We are indebted for the copy be- 
fore us to Messrs. Little, Brown, & Co., and we trust that they may 
find a prompt demand for a work of so essential service and use. 



28. — From New York to Delhi, hy Way of Rio de Janeiro, Australia, 
and China. By Robekt B. Mintuen, Jr. New York : D. Ap- 
pleton & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 488. 

This volume consists principally of the narrative of very extensive 
inland tours in China and India. The author is a keen and careful ob- 
server, and a highly entertaining writer. He visited regions which few 
European or American travellers have described, and he is equally skilled 
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and faithful in his delineation of natural scenery, works of art, and 
human manners and character. On a few subjects he contradicts our 
previous impressions. He places the Chinese higher and the Hindoos 
lower on the scale of humanity than we were prepared to find them. 
He takes what we cannot but fear is too low an estimate of the evils 
resulting from the opium-trade and opium-smoking. But even on this 
last subject, his evidently pure and high moral standard attaches weight 
to his judgment, though with us it does not countervail the abundant 
opposing testimony that has been offered by disinterested witnesses. 
On comparing some of his statements with those of Mr. Fletcher, in 
his work on Brazil, we are inclined to believe that his sojourn at Eio 
de Janeiro was too brief for the perfect accuracy of information, the 
evidences of which are patent in every other part of the volume. But, 
with these slight abatements, if they are to be made, it is many months 
since so well digested, instructive, and interesting a record of travel has 
come under our cognizance. 



29. — The Law of Freedom and Bondage in the United States. By 
John Codman Hurd, Counsellor at Law. In 2 vols. Vol. I. 
Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 617. 

Me. Hukd is establishing by this work his claim to be regarded as 
among the most sound, able, and learned of the legal writers of his 
country and age. He commences with the elementary principles of 
jurisprudence, of natural and positive, municipal and international law, 
and then traces, on fundamental principles, the effect of international 
law on the personal conditions of freedom and bondage. He then fol- 
lows out in detail the effect in this regard of the English law on the 
American colonies, and the legal history of chattel slavery under the 
Roman law, in Christianized Europe, in the colonial possessions of 
England, and under the Constitution of the United States. By these 
preliminary investigations, which occupy more than half of the first 
volume, he establishes a basis for the consideration of the present legal 
attitude of slavery in the States and Territories of our Union, under 
the law and jurisdiction of the general government, and proposes in 
the remaining volume to pass in review the history and condition of 
municipal law as regards slavery in the several States. The work is 
strictly legal, and excludes all ethical and political discussion. Tlie 
mass of authorities quoted, and the evidences of patient labor and pro- 
found thought on every page, assimilate the work to those masterpieces 
of German scholarship, which are the achievement of a lifetime and the 



